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duties will be satisfactorily discharged by a new public
department appointed to them, seems not a whit the
weaker. Legislators, thinking themselves practical, cling
to the plausible theory of an officially-regulated society,
spite of overwhelming evidence that official regulation
perpetually fails.

" Nay, indeed, the belief seems to gain strength among
these fact-loving English statesmen; notwithstanding the
facts are against it. Proposals for State-control over this
and the other, have been of late more rife than ever.
And, most remarkable of all, their representative assembly
lately listened with grave faces to the assei'tion, made by
one of their high authorities, that State-workshops are
more economical than private workshops. Their prime
minister, in defending a recently-established arms-factory,
actually told them that at one of their arsenals, certain
missiles of war were manufactured not only better than
by the trade, but at about one-third the price; and added,
* so it would be in all things? The English being a trading
people, who must be tolerably familiar with the usual
rates of profits among manufacturers, and the margin for
possible economy, the fact that they should have got for
their chief repiesentative one so utterly in the dark on
these matters, struck me as a wonderful result of the rep-
resentative system.

" I did not inquire much further, for it was manifest
that if these were really their wisest men, the English
were not a wise people."

Representative government, then, cannot be called a
success, in so far as the choice of men is concerned. Those
it puts into power are the fittest neither in respect of their
interests, their culture, nor their wisdom. And as a con- -
sequence, partly of this and partly of its complex and
cumbrous nature, representative government is any thing
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